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Fisher to trek his away across Africa
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SLEMITTED
During an earlier expedition, “Into the Mountain's of the Moon,” Monroe Fisher
enters Camp One on his trek in search of the source of the River Nile in the
Rwenzori Mountains along the Ugandan-Congolese border of Central Africa.
The team was later accredited by the Ugandan Wildlife Authority for establish-
ing a new route down from the Rwenzori Mountain glaciers along the Lamia
River to the Semliki River confirming conclusively that the mountains are a
true source of the River Nile.

MONROE FISHER'S ADVENTURES BEGIN IN APRIL, FOLLOW HIM AT WWW.INDEXJOURNAL.COM

Greenwood native raising
awareness about land mines

By ST. CLAIRE DONAGHY
sdonaghy@indexjournal.com

Greenwood-born Julian Monroe Fisher I1I, an American
explorer with Lakelands ties, plans to cross the African continent
entirely on foot, alone, starting in late April, to raise awareness
about Mines Advisory Group (MAG), an organization dedicated
to removing land mines and other small arms from previously
war-torn countries,

The Index-Journal will publish Fishers posted blogs of his jour-
ney in a link at www.indexjournal. com.

Fisher wears many hats.

He is an explorer, an anthropologist, a documentary tilmmaker,
a published author, a photographer, a Fellow with The Royal Geo-
graphical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers) in
London, an International Fellow with the Explorers Club in New
York City and communications director for The Explorers Club
West Europe Chapter.

In his years as an anthropologist — a social science that studies
the origin, development and varieties of humans and their societ-
ies — Fisher said one aspect of human evolution that has puzzled
him “pertains to the reality that we have not evolved our species
away from waging war against ourselves”
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“We humans need to evolve
ourselves away from warfare,
sooner than later,” Fisher said,
noting that conclusion is one
thing that has drawn him to
the work of MAG.

“MAG International is a
way that we can at least clean
up remnants left when war-
ring factions have called it
quits,” Fisher said.

“MAG might not be able to
stop future wars, but, hope-
fully, it will enable a farmer
in the countryside of places
such as Angola, Mozambique
or Iraq to grow (food) on a
plot of land to feed his family,
without fear of being maimed
or blown apart, while attempt-
ing to cultivate soil”

The possibility of an
encounter with a land mine
has crossed 56-year-old Fish-
er's mind, he said, but he said
he has promised his wife and
children that he “will come
home.”

“To tell the story (of the
expedition) you have to come
home,” Fisher said."People
on the African continent
walkabout every single day of
their lives, in a place and time
where they struggle to make a

dollar a day to survive. Think
about that, one dollar a day,
to feed yourself and family, to
communicate with neighbors,
to house yourself, to have toi-
let paper and fresh drinking
water.”

Fisher said he is paying for
his walk across Africa, but
outdoor companies “from
around the globe,” have gener-
ously donated gear tor him
to use.

Also, a website has been
established - www.walkacros-
safrica.org — for people to
contribute toward establish-
ment of The Bunkeya Cultural
Village in Bunkeya, Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo,
as well as other community
projects to be determined in
Mozambique, Malawi, Zam-
bia and Angola.

Anticipating to log 4,000
miles, Fisher has been prepar-
ing for his trelc It's scheduled
to begin at the end of April
and conclude the following
fall, before his daughter, Lilian
Myrtle “Panama” Fisher, 6,
begins school.

Fisher is married to wife,
Gina, and the couple also have
a son, Charley, 10.

The Fishers reside in Gars
Am Kamp, Austria, one and
a half hours northwest of
Vienna.
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Fisher is a son of the late
Julian Monroe Fisher Jr. and
the late Myrtle Brooks Fisher,
of Greenwood.

He is a first cousin to
Greenwood Police chief
Gerald Brooks and nephew
to Emmett “Buster” Brooks,
of Greenwood, as well as
nephew to Mary Jane Brooks
Mobley, of Greenwood, to
name a few relatives.

No stranger to long-dis-

tance exploration, Julian
Monroe Fisher traveled more
than 90 countries on five
continents between 1996 and
2003.

The Index-Journal pub-
lished Fisher’s submitted
writings and photographs of
travels during that time, and
the Charlotte-area based radio
show, “John Boy and Billy,”
also had Fisher do bi-weekly
call-ins about his journeys.
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